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British Triassic palaeontology: literature 
supplement 46
Since the completion of the previous Supplement (No. 
45, Mercian Geologist, 20, 273) the following works 
on or relating to aspects of this subject have appeared 
or come to the compiler’s notice.

Benton, M.J., Gill, P.G. & Whiteside, D.I. 2024. Finding the 
world’s oldest mammals: sieving, dialectical materialism, 
and squabbles. Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society, 
200, 796-824.

Cavicchini, I., Zaher, M. & Benton, M.J. 2023. An 
enigmatic neodiapsid reptile from the Middle Triassic of 
England. Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology, 40, DOI: 
10.1080/02724634.2020.1781143. 18pp. 

Cawthorne, M., Whiteside, D.I. & Benton, M.J. 2024. Late 
Triassic terrestrial microvertebrate assemblages from caves 
on the Mendip palaeoisland, S.W. England, at Emborough, 
Batscombe and Highcroft quarries. Proceedings of the 
Geologists’ Association, 135, 105-130.  

Coram, R.A. & Radley, J.D. 2023. The Carnian Pluvial 
Episode: a damp squib for life on land? Proceedings of the 
Geologists’ Association, 134, 551-561.

Duffin, C.J. 2021. A replacement name for the preoccupied 
genus name Vallisia DUFFIN 1982 (Chondricthyes: 
Neoselachii). Neues Jahrbuch für Geologie und 
Paläontologie, 301, 229-232. 

Durbin, O.L., Duffin, C.J., Hildebrandt, C. & Benton. M.J. 
2024. Onset of the Rhaetian Transgression in deep waters 
at Lilstock, North Somerset: microvertebrate faunas. 
Proceedings of the Geologists’ Association, 135, 181-195.

Evans, O., Duffin, C.J., Hildebrandt, C. & Benton. M.J. 
2024. Microvertebrates from the basal Rhaetian Bone Bed 
(Late Triassic) at Lavernock, South Wales. Proceedings of 
the Geologists’ Association, 135, 321-334.

Exton, L. 2024. GA Lecture Report: Mapping the Bristol 
Palaeoislands. By: Jack Lovegrove, School of Earth 
Sciences, University of Bristol. June 2nd 2023. Magazine 
of the Geologists’ Association, 23, 7-9.

Freisem, L.S., Müller, J., Sues, H.-D. & Sobral, G. 2024. 
A new sphenodontian (Diapsida: Lepidosauria) from the 
Upper Triassic (Norian) of Germany and its implications 
for the mode of sphenodontian evolution. BMC Ecology 
and Evolution, 24:35, doi.org/10.1186/s12862-024-
02218-1. 29pp.

Groh, S.S., Upchurch, P., Barrett, P.M. & Day, J.J. 2022. 
How to date a crocodile: estimation of neosuchian clade 
ages and a comparison of four time-scaling methods. 
Palaeontology, 65, doi.org/10.1111/pala.12589. 28pp.

Harano, T. & Asahara, M. 2023. Revisiting the evolutionary 
trend toward the mammalian lower jaw in nonmammalian 
synapsids in a phylogenetic context. PeerJ, 11, doi.
org/10.7717/peerj.15575. 16pp.

Kirmse, J.P.S., Benton, M.J., Hildebrandt, C., Langer, M.C. 
& Marsola, J.C.A. 2023. A Coelophysoidea (Dinosauria, 
Theropoda) femur from the Tytherington fissures (Rhaetian, 
Late Triassic), Bristol, UK. Proceedings of the Geologists’ 
Association, 134, 562-572.

Lomax, D.R., de la Salle, P., Perillo, M., Reynolds, J., 
Reynolds, R. & Waldron, J.F. 2024. The last giants: new 
evidence for giant Late Triassic (Rhaetian) ichthyosaurs 
from the UK. PLoS ONE, 19, doi.org/10.1371/journal.
pone.0300289. 21pp.

Lu, Y.-T. & Liu, J. 2023. A new tanystropheid (Diapsida: 
Archosauromorpha) from the Middle Triassic of SW 
China and the biogeographical origin of Tanystropheidae. 
Journal of Systematic Palaeontology, 21, doi.org/10.1080
/14772019.2023.2250778. 15pp.

Milroy, P., Wright, V.P. & Simms, M.J. 2019. Dryland 
continental mudstones: deciphering environmental 
changes in continental mudstones from the Upper Triassic 
(Carnian to Norian) Mercia Mudstone Group, south-west 
Britain. Sedimentology, 66, 2557-2589. 

Newham, E., Gill, P.G. et al. (18 others) 2020. Reptile-
like physiology in Early Jurassic stem-mammals. Nature 
Communications, 11, 5121 (2020): doi.org/10.1038/
s41467-020-18898-4. 13pp.

Newham, E., Gill, P. et al. (17 others) 2022. Reply to: 
Revisiting life history and morphological proxies for early 
mammaliaform metabolic rates. Nature Communications, 
13, 5564 (2022): doi.org/10.1038/s41467-022-32716-z. 4pp.

Nowak, H., Kustatscher, E., Roghi, G. & van Konijnenburg-
van Cittert. 2024. In situ pollen of voltzialean conifers 
from the Middle Triassic in Central Europe. Review of 
Palaeobotany and Palynology, 323, doi.org/10.1016/j.
revpalbo.2024.105077. 26pp.

Rey, L.J.R., Balarino, M.L. & Gutriérrez, P.R. 2023. 
Microfloristic regions of the Middle-Upper Triassic: 
new insights into the phytogeographical affinities 
of southwestern Gondwana. Palaeogeography, 
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, 631, doi.org/10.1016/j.
palaeo.2023.111819. 18pp.

Sethapanichsakul, T., Coram, R.A. & Benton, M.J. 2023. 
New information on the cranial anatomy of the Middle 
Triassic rhynchosaurian reptile Bentonyx sidensis. Acta 
Palaeontologica Polonica, 68, 53-62.

Simms, M.J. & Drost, K. 2024. Caves, dinosaurs 
and the Carnian Pluvial Episode: recalibrating 
Britain’s Triassic karst fissures. Palaeogeography, 
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, 638, doi.org/10.1016/j.
palaeo.2024.112041. 16pp.

Spiekman, S.N.F. 2023. The revision and histological 
investigation of Saltpopsuchus connectens (Archosauria, 
Crocodylomorpha) from the Norian (Late Triassic) of 
south-western Germany. Zoological Journal of the Linnean 
Society, 199, 354-391. 

Spiekman, S.N.F., Fernandez, V., Butler, R.J., Dollman, 
K.N. & Maidment, S.C.R. 2023. A taxonomic revision 
and cranial description of Terrestrisuchus gracilis 
(Archosauria, Crocodylomorpha) from the Upper Triassic 
of Pant-y-Ffynnon Quarry (southern Wales). Papers in 
Palaeontology, 9, doi: 10 1002/spp2.1534. 72pp.

Spiekman, S.N.F., Butler, R.J. & Maidment, S.C.R. 2024. The 
postcranial anatomy and osteohistology of Terrestrisuchus 
gracilis (Archosauria, Crocodylomorpha) from the Late 
Triassic of Wales. Papers in Palaeontology, 10, doi: 10 
1002/spp2.1577. 56pp.

Szczygielski, T., Van den Brandt, M.J., Gaetano, L. & 
Dróżdż, D. 2024. Saurodesmus robertsoni Seeley 1891 – 
the oldest Scottish cynodont. PLoS ONE, 19: e0303973, 
doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0303973. 44pp.
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Tackett, L.S., Zierer, D. & Clement, A.C. 2023. 
Actinopterygian and chondrichthyan ichthyoliths reveal 
enhanced cosmopolitanism in Late Triassic marine 
ecosystems. Historical Biology, 35, 2022-2035.

Vajda, V., McLoughlin, S., Slater, S.M., Gustafsson, O. & 
Rasmusson, A.G. 2023. The ‘seed- fern’ Lepidopteris 
mass-produced the abnormal pollen Riccisporites 
during the end-Triassic biotic crisis. Palaeogeography, 
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, 627, doi.org/10.1016/j.
palaeo.2023.111723. 15pp.

Vajda, V., McLoughlin, S., Slater, S.M., Gustafsson, O. & 
Rasmusson, A.G. 2024. Confirmation that Antevsia zeilleri 
microsporangiate organs associated with latest Triassic 
Lepidopteris ottonis (Peltaspermales) leaves produced 
Cycadopites-Monosulcites-Chasmatoporites- and 
Ricciisporites-type monosulcate pollen. Palaeogeography, 
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, 640, doi.org/10.1016/j.
palaeo.2024.112111. 8pp.

Villa, B. 2023. Walter Georg Kühne (1911-1991) and 
the discovery of the first semi-articulated titanosaurian 
sauropod from Europe. Historical Biology, 35, 1536-1550. 

Zavialova, N. 2024. Comment on “The ‘seed- fern’ 
Lepidopteris mass-produced the abnormal pollen 
Riccisporites during the end-Triassic biotic crisis” by V. 
Vadja, S. McLoughlin, S.M. Slater, O. Gustafsson, and 
A.G. Rasmussen [Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, 
Palaeoecology, 627 (2023), 111723]. Review of 
Palaeobotany and Palynology, 322, doi.org/10.1016/j.
revpalbo.2024.105065. 7 pp.

Geoffrey Warrington
School of Geography, Geology & the Environment, 

University of Leicester, Leicester LE1 7RH
gwarrington@btinternet.com

Secretary’s Report 2023/4
Membership has remained reasonably stable with five 
new members joining us this year. New members were 
invited to make themselves known to others. EMGS 
continues to deliver its primary objectives through 
Council teamwork. On behalf of the membership the 
following thanks were extended:
To Dr Ian Sutton who coordinated a series of six well 
received talks, including the Presidential address, 
and has continued to liaise with the University of 
Nottingham to ensure that we are able to continue 
enjoying the benefits of these facilities to host them.
To Dr Tim Colman for his persistence with securing 
a varied fieldwork programme, which comprised six 
visits, some in collaboration with the North Staffs 
Group of the Geologists’ Association. Tim has stepped 
back from this role and is passing the baton on to Mike 
Allen and Joanna Thomas. As this transition takes 
place, please look out for field trip notices which may 
be circulated separately.

To Sue Miles, particular thanks, for her long spell as 
the Circular editor. The circular is a very valuable 
document for keeping our membership updated with 
proposed activities and news, it requires considerable 
effort to ensure that details are recorded accurately 
with the Circular being delivered in a timely manner to 
facilitate bookings and attendance, as well as keeping 
abreast of changes to the membership and their contact 
details.
To Jo Thomas who has agreed to take on the Circular 
Editor role with immediate effect.
To David Bate as editor of the Mercian Geologist 
which was available for collection in November. Our 
other publications, including Nottingham Caves and 
the Blue John guide, for which we are indebted to Tony 
Waltham, are still available with steady sale statistics.
To Dr Andrew Howard and Rob Townsend who have 
been updating and modernising the EMGS website. 
And again, to Dr Howard for ensuring that the EMGS 
has a social media presence. Additionally, Dr Howard 
has been leading a subgroup of Council planning 
the ongoing EMGS 60th Anniversary celebrations, 
specifically, a day of talks is being planned.
It was reported that further to last year’s discussion 
about the Society finances we are also pleased to advise 
you that planning for a noticeboard for the Park Tunnel 
is in hand. In this context it was noted that Dr Tony 
Waltham has served as our President over the last three 
years and as well as his energy, dedication and good 
humour, his Presidency will be remembered for the 
post-Covid reinstatement of society activities including 
the Geoconservation work pertaining to cleaning the 
exposure of the Miller’s Dale Lava in Miller’s Dale, 
as well as the signage to inform the public about the 
Park Tunnel exposures and of course, his excellent 
Presidential addresses, including the one on Diamonds 
that provided such a good introduction to the 60th 
Anniversary celebrations. Tony was thanked for his 
significant contribution to the society.
This report was accepted as proposed by Dr Geoffrey 
Warrington and seconded by Sue Cotton.

Vanessa Banks

As an addendum to this AGM Report, we must record 
with regret the passing of two former members of this 
Society: Norman Hatton, who died in March 2021, and 
Bob Littlewood, who died in August 2023.


