MERCIAN NEWS

Cave pearls

Many members of the Society have commented on
Paul Deakin’s splendid photograph of cave pearls that
appeared with little further information on the front
cover of the supplement with the Mercian’s last issue.
Cave pearls are concretions of calcite, with an internal
structure of concentric bands around a central grain.
They form in shallow pools of lime-saturated cave
water, and are close to spherical because they are
rotated during their growth, due to regular disturbance
of the pool water by drips from above. They are often
found in pools beneath tall dripping shafts. These in
the Golconda Mine lie in a pool within a flowstone
cascade in a section of natural passage about 10 m tall.
The larger pearls are 10-15 mm across, which is a good
size for cave pearls. When they become too large to be
rotated by the dripping water, they tend to lose their
shape and become cemented to the floor, and this has
now happened to the Golconda pearls - since their
photograph was taken in the early 1980s.

Notes for authors

Guidance notes for authors are no longer printed in the
Mercian. They may be retrieved from the Society’s
website at www.emgs.org.uk or are available on paper
by request from the Secretary.

Erratum

Members and readers may have noticed that the Trent
basin was singularly devoid of alluvial deposits in the
map that was Figure 1 in John Carney’s paper in the
last Mercian (v16, n4, p231). This was due to a gremlin
in the digital file, for which the Editor apologises. A
more informative version of the map, defining the
floodplains by the extent of alluvium and floodplain
terrace deposits, is reproduced here.
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Churchill Fellowship

Congratulations to Ian Thomas, immediate past
president of the Society and Director of the National
Stone Centre, who has been awarded a highly coveted
Churchill travelling Fellowship to study traditional
building craft training in the context of sustainability
and modern building regulations. In the main, he will
be focussing upon the use of stone. He plans to begin
his seven-week tour later this year in Norway,
travelling south through Sweden to the Danish island
of Bornholm, then back into Sweden and across to
Finland. The second leg of his journey will take him
from Austria through Germany to Belgium.

Sandstone Caves of Nottingham

The Society’s best-selling book on Nottingham’s
caves, started life as a paper in the Mercian, when it
was penned by the current editor. It is now in its third
edition (and on its seventh print run), as a book aimed
at a wider readership. The new edition, published late
in 2007, is in full colour, with 52 of the author’s
photographs, and also 23 maps or plans. It is fully up
to date, including information on recent discoveries.
The caves’ geology, varied histories and current uses
are all explained, along with their conservation issues.
The book is essential reading for anyone with an
interest is the history of Nottingham or with
responsibilities for the city’s conservation and
development.
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